NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 February 1 85a \—for, 

COPY “ of any Correspondence on the Subject of the Printing and Sale to 
the Public of the Irish National School Books, which may have passed 
between the Government and the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland , since the 17th day of May 1851 ; and of any Correspondence 
between the Committee of the Council of Education and the Irish Com- 
missioners, on the same Subject.” 

(Mr. Napier.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 27 February 1852. 



COPY of Correspondence between the Government, the Committee of 
Council on Education, and the Irish Commissioners of National Education, 
on the Subject of the Printing and Sale to the Public of the Irish National 
School Books, since the 17th day of May 1851. 



The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Committee of Council on 
Education. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 3 J uly 1 851 . 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s. Treasury to 
transmit herewith, for the information of the Committee of Council on Educa- 
tion, a copy of their Lordships’ Minute of the 1 st instant, relative to a corre- 
spondence that has taken place between Mr. Longman and Mr. Murray and 
Lord John Russell and the Irish Board of National Education, in respect to the 
sale of school books intended for the use of the Irish National Board. 

I am, &c. 

R, R. W. Lingen, Esq. (signed) O. Cornwall Lewis. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 1 July 1851. 



Lord John Russell brings under the notice of the Board a correspondence 1 between 
Mr. Longman and Mr. Murray, and himself and the Irish National Board of Education, 
relative to the sale of school books intended for the use of the Irish National Schools. 

My Lords, upon a consideration of all the circumstances of the case, are : of,,opipion that 
the school books printed for the Irish National Board should be hunted to the supply 

required for the use of the Irish National Schools. - - .. ... - , ,, 

My Lords, however, think it expedient that measures should be adopted by which the 
sale of the same school books in an authentic form, and at reasonable prices,*© the public 
at large, should be continued ; and they desire that a plan for greing^eot to such an 
arrangement may be prepared by the Irish National Board, and submitted to their Lord- 
ships for their consideration. . . - 

Write accordingly to the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland. 



130 . 



printed image digitised by the.Umversity of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE PRINTING 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

Sir, 4 July 1851. 

In reply to your letter of the 3d instant, enclosing a copy of the Treasury 
Minute, dated the 1st instant, relative to the sale of the school books published 
by the Irish Commissioners of Education to the public at large, I am directed to 
inquire whether my Lords are right in presuming that, until a plan has been 
matured by the Irish Commissioners, and finally settled to the satisfaction of the 
Lords of the Treasury, for the continued supply of the same books through some 
other agency than at present, but in an authentic form and at reasonable prices, 
no interruption will be made in the supply of these books, pursuant to their Lord- 
ships 1 Minute, dated 18th December 1847. 

I have, &c. 

G. Come wall Lewis, Esq., m. p. (signed) R. R. W. Lingen. 

&c. &c. &c. 



The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Committee of Council on 
Education. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 7 July 1851. 

In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, that their Lordships are 
right in assuming that no interruption will be made in the supply of school 
books, pursuant to the Minute of this Board of the 18th December 1847, until 
a plan for the supply of the same books in an authentic form and at reasonable 
prices, through other agency, has been adopted. 

I have, &.c. 

The Secretary (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 

Committee of Council on Education. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education- in Ireland. 

Gentlemen, 7 July 1851. 

I am directed by the Lords of the Education Committee of Her Majesty’s 
Privy Council to request that you will inform the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland that my Lords have been furnished with a copy of the 
Treasury Minute, dated 1 July 1851, relative to the sale of the Irish national 
school books to the public at large, and calling upon the Commissioners to 
submit to the Lords of the Treasury, for their consideration, a plan for giving 
effect to such an arrangement. 

I am to express a hope, on behalf of my Lords of the Education Committee of 
the Privy Council, that the Commissioners in Ireland may find it to be in their 
power to allow my Lords an opportunity of seeing, and of offering to the Com- 
missioners any remarks that may be deemed desirable upon the plan of the 
Commissioners, before it is submitted to the Lords of the Treasury. 

In the meantime I am to inform you that the Lords of the Treasury under- 
stand that the supply of the Irish school books, pursuant to the Minute of the 
Committee of Council on Education, dated 18 December 1847, will not be 
interrupted, as you will gather from the enclosed copy of a letter from the 
Treasury, in reply to a reference upon that subject. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, &c. &c. &c. (signed; R. R. W. Lingen. 
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The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 

Education Office, Dublin, 

Sir, > 19 July 1861 . 

We have had the honour of laying before the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland your letter of the 7th instant, requesting that the Commis- 
sioners would afford the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education an 
opportunity of seeing and offering to the Commissioners any remarks that may 
be deemed advisable, upon whatever plan they may decide on, recommending 
to the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for continuing the sale of the Irish 
national school books, in an authentic form and at reasonable prices, to the public 
at large, the books printed for this Board being limited to the supply of the 
national schools in Ireland, in accordance with the Minute, of the Treasury. 

In reply, we are to acquaint you that the Commissioners will feel much 
pleasure in complying with the request of their Lordships when they shall have 
had full time to deliberate upon what plan they may recommend to the consi- 
deration of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,") c . . 

Jit. R. W. Lingen, Esq. James Kelly , j Secretarles - 

&c. &c. &c. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland. 

Gentlemen, 6 September 1861. 

With reference to your letter dated 19 July 1851, and to the preceding cor- 
respondence, I beg leave to request that you will be so good as to lay before the 
Commissioners of National Education in Ireland the inclosed copy of a letter 
dated 1 August 1851, from the Secretary to the Roman -catholic Poor School 
Committee in Great Britain. This Committee is the recognised medium of 
communication between the Roman-catholics in Great Britain and the Govern- 
ment in matters of elementary education for the working classes, and the com- 
munication is of importance accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, See. &c. &c. (signed) R. R. IV. Lingen. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Brook Green House, Hammersmith, 

Sir, 1 August 1851. 

The attention of the Poor School Committee has been called to a pamphlet issued from 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office in Dublin, respecting the publication of school books by 
Government at the public expense. 

The complaints made on this subject relate exclusively to the books of the Irish Com- 
missioners ; and reports are current to the effect that the circulation of the books in ques- 
tion will no longer be encouraged by the Committee of Council on Education. 

It becomes therefore the imperative duty of the Poor School Committee to represent, 
that although applications are understood to have been made from at least two quarters for 
the insertion upon their Lordships’ schedule, of books issued by Catholic authors, and 
commonly used in schools, yet no such books have been added to the authorised list, 
which, with the exception of the Irish publications, comprises no works available for the 
elementary instruction of Roman-catholic children. If then the Irish books are struck off 
the list, Roman-catholic schools will be deprived of all benefit under their Lordships’ book 
grants, and will, so far, be again excluded from participation in the Parliamentary gtant for 
education. 

And, short of this result, if the agitation which has been raised should succeed in wrest- 
ing from Government the power to furnish schools in Great Britain with books at the pre- 
sent moderate prices, and in procuring for any private publishers license to add to those 
prices a large per centage for their own profit, the progress of education in primary schools 
throughout the kingdom, find more particularly in Roman-catholic schools and in work- 
house schools containing Roman-catholic children, will be seriously impeded by the in- 
creased difficulty which the managers will experience in buying the necessary supplies of 
suitable books. 
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As representing a large and poor and ill-instructed class of Her Majesty’s British sub- 
lets and as co-operating heartily with the measures of the Committee of Council, the 
Poor School Committee cannot refrain from entreating their Lordships to refuse assent to 
any proposals that would either exclude from their schedule, or raise m price, the Irish 
Commissioners’ school books, which, apart from the circumstance ot their being, as stated 
above the only books on the list available for Roman-catholic schools, they regard after 
much’ examination and experimental use, both as being per se the best elementary series 
in the language, and also as most suitable for adoption in any possible scheme of National 

Education. _ , 0 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Scott Nasmyth Stokes, 

Secretary to the Catholic Poor School Committee. 

The Secretary 

Committee of Council on Education. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Roman-Catholic Poor School 
Committee. 



Sir t 5 September 1851. 

With reference to your letter dated 1st August 1851, I am directed to state 
that the Committee of Council would regret equally with the Roman-catholic 
Poor School Committee any measure which should have the effect of rendering 
the educational works published by the Irish Commissioners less generally avail- 
able than at present. 



The publication of them, however, has been made the subject of various ques- 
tions, and is now under consideration by the Irish Commissioners with a view to 
submit a proposal to the Treasury. 

Your letter will receive the attention which is justly due to it when the dis- 
cussion reaches a stage at which my Lords can properly take part in it. They 
will have an opportunity of doing so before any definitive step is taken. 



Scott Nasmyth Stokes, Esq. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) R. R. W. Lingen. 



The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 



Education Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 15 September 1851. 

We are directed by the Commissioners of National Education to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy of a letter .dated 1st 
August 1851, from the Secretary to the Roman-catholic Poor School Committee 
in Great Britain. 

In reply, we are to state that the communication is referred to a Committee of 
the National Board, appointed to draw up a plan for supplying schools, not con- 
nected with the Board, with Irish National School Books at a moderate price; 
and that in making any suggestions the Committee will not lose sight of this 
important document. 



The Commissioners further direct us to suggest the propriety of the publica- 
tion of the letter of the 1st August, by the Catholic Poor School Committee, as 
a means of counteracting any misconception that may rest on the public mind 
with respect to the former proceedings connected with this subject. 



- 4fft The Secretary 
Committee of Council on Education, 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,} Seoretar i e s. 
James Kelly, J 




..... 
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The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland. 



C tlemen 18 September 1851. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 15th 

reference to the suggestion of the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland I am directed to state that the Committee of Council on Education have 
no objection to offer on their part to the publication of the letter from the Roman- 
catholic Poor School Committee, dated the 1 st August 1851. 



The Secretaries, kc. &c. kc. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) R. R. W. Lingen. 



The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 



Education Office, Dublin, 

. 27 September 1851. 

Wn are to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the ISth instant, in 

^The* Commissioners 1 of Nation al Education being of opinion that some good 
minht resuU from the publication of Mr. Stokes’ letter of the 1st August, 
addressed to the Committee of Council on Education; and the Committee 
havinp- stated that they see no objection to such a course, the Commissioners 
directs to request that their Lordships will consider tile expediency of recom- 
mending to the Roman-catholic Poor School Committee to publish the docu- 
ment in question. We have, &c. 



Maurice Cross,! Secretaries . 
James Kelly, J 



The Secretary 

Committee of Council on Education. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Roman Catholie Poor 
School Committee. 

29 September 1851. 

Lordships of the Education Committee of the Privy Council. 

I have, &c. 

Scott Nasmyth Stokes, Esq. C^) JL B. W. ZAngen. 



The Roman Catholic Poor School Committee to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 

Brook Green House, Hammersmith, 

4 December 1851. 

In reference to your letter and enclose- of 
leave to state that the Catholic Poor S . . , ^ ^ expressed by 

their letter, dated 1st August 1851, m compliance ‘^“^geptember 
the Irish Commissioners in their communication to you ot the » E 

1851 ‘ I have, ted. . . . 

The Secretary . <*”*> Scott HasmytK Siokes. 

Committee of Council on Education. 
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The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland . 

Gentlemen, 6 December 1851. 

With reference to your letter dated 27th September 1851, 1 am directed to 
forward to you the enclosed copies of correspondence which lias since taken 
place with the Roman-catholic Poor School Committee, on the subject of that 
letter. 



I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, &c. &c. &,c. (signed) R. R. IV. Lingen. 



The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 

Education Office, Dublin, 

Dear Sir, 30 December 1851. 

I have just received your note of the 29th instant, enclosing one from Lord 
Lansdowne of the 26th ; and as requested, I now beg leave to forward another 
copy of the Report of the Committee on the question relative to the sale of the 
school books. 

I have most earnestly' to request that you will favour me with any observations 
or suggestions relative to the enclosed, at the earliest possible time, as the 
Treasury continue to press the Commissioners for their reply on the important 
subject referred to. 

I remain, &c. 

R. R. W. Lingen, Esq., (signed) Maurice Cross, Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland. 

Sir, 7 January 1852. 

Adverting to your letter of the 30 th ult. and its enclosure, I have the honour 
to submit the following considerations to the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion in Ireland. 

1. It appears to be conceded as a point of administrative policy that the trade 
objection is not to be held to apply to such measures as the Irish Commissioners 
may see fit to take for the production and publication of books to be used in 
schools under their own Board. 

2. The trade objection is held to apply ipso facto, and apart from all state- 
ments of profit and loss, to the continued sale of books by the Commissioners in 
the general market. 

3. The extent of this sale has hitherto served as a set-off to the expenses of the 
Commissioners in the shape of profit on the books disposed of, and also in the 
shape of reduction in the terms on which the supply of so large a demand could 
be contracted for. 

4. The public has had the advantage of obtaining a series of school books 

admitted to be equal, and generally considered to be superior, to any others 
that are published, at a price far below the charge commonlv made for such 
books. S 3 

It is with the last .consideration only that the Committee of Council on Educa- 
tion has to deal, officially, under the Minute of 18th December 1847, on behalf 
of some 5,000 schools under Government inspection in England and Wales, and, 
in some sense, generally on behalf of the education of the labouring classes in 
Great Britain, for the promotion of which their Lordships have been constituted 
a committee. 

So long as the Irish books are not supplied to the promoters of schools on worse 
terms than by the Commissioners, the details of the particular arrangement to 
be made for the purpose is of secondary moment. 

. • a ppears, however, to the Committee that these terms are likely to be worse, 

m proportion as the contract for the supply of the public is separated from the 
contract for the supply of the Commissioners, and in proportion as the system of 
checks and precautions, which now singly suffices for both supplies, has to be 
doubled. rr 

The 
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The Committee of Council would therefore suggest for consideration whether 
(supposing for a moment that the matter were res Integra ) the tenders to be 
invited should not include the supply of the public as well as the supply of the 
Commissioners ; in fact it is not apparent why the Commissioners and the public 
should be distinguished in these tenders. The aid of the Commissioners to their 
own schools is expressed in the reduced price at which (covering the loss from the 
Parliamentary grant) they sell the books, not in any more advantageous terms 
in procuring them. The Commissioners are owners of certain copyrights for 
the immediate benefit of certain schools in Ireland, but they are enabled to 
increase this benefit to its immediate objects by extending it to others. So long 
as the Commissioners do not themselves sell beyond the pale of their own schools, 
and so lon°- as it is open to all persons to tender for the contract, the trade objec- 
tion is met? The Commissioners in that case would purchase, like other pro- 
moters of schools, from the contractor. . . 

Bv this arrangement the precautions which the Commissioners must, in any 
casef take for the supplv of their own schools, will suffice for all. One contract 
only is needed, and on" it is concentrated all the cheapening influence of the 
aggregate demand. , , . , 

The existing contract with Messrs. Grierson may be such as to interpose a 
difficulty in the interval between this time and 31st December 1855. The diffi- 
culty might be met if the Treasury were willing to sanction the present system up 
to that time, provisionally accepting the proofs given by the Commissioners that 
the public is not supplied by them at such a rate as excludes a fair profit, and 
requiring that, at the end of that time, the contractor to be then accepted upon 
ouen tender, and not the Commissioners, shall henceforth supply the public 
Or again, the difficulty might be met, if Messrs. Grierson s contract were opened 
at once, they (with the approval of the Treasury), consenting to appoint an arbi- 
trator, who, with the comptroller of Her Majesty s Stationery Office, and an 
umpire to be jointly nominated, should, after the new contract had been con- 
cluded, assess the amount of compensation to be made. It is probable that the 
speedier settlement of the question to be had by the latter plan renders it the 
more advisable of the two. . . 

It is impossible to overrate the educational importance of continuing, ol 
increasing, the cheapness of the Irish books to the general public, and the Com- 
mittee of Council suggests whether a single contract, and a single supervision, is 
not best calculated, if not indispensable, to promote this end ; the Irish Commis- 
sioners, who must make and superintend it, in part at least, for themselves, 
undertaking to make and superintend it wholly for themselves and for the 

P u ^ Cl j ] lave , & c . 

Maurice Cross, Esq. R ' R • W ' Li *S m - 

&c. &c. &e. 



Treasury Chambers, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, . 3 . •*5*y 1 ® 51 ‘ 

Lord John Rossmj. having brought under tue notice of this Board a corre- 
spondence between Mr. Longman and Mr. Murray, and himself and your Board 
relative to the sale of school books intended for the use of the Irish National 
Schools, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners oi Her Majesty s Treasury 
to acquaint yon that my Lords, upon a consideration of all the circumstances of the 
case, are of 'opinion that the school books printed for your Board should be 

limited to the supply required for the use of the Irish Nationa Schools. 

My Lords, however, think it expedient that measures should be adopted, by 
which the sale of the same school books in an authentic form and at reasonable 
prices to the public at large should be continued, and they request that a plan 
for giving effect to such an arrangement may be prepared by your Board, and 
submitted to their Lordships for their consideration. 



The Commissioners 
of National Education, Ireland. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Cbrnewall Lewis. 



'image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



8 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING! TO THE PRINTING 



Education Office, Dublin 

g; rj 24 January 1852. 

Referring to your letter of the 15th instant, we have now the honour to for- 
ward the Report of the Committee appointed by the Commissioners of National 
Education to frame suggestions for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, as to the best mode of supplying in certain quantities 
or in single copies, the Irish National School books, in an authentic form and at 
reasonable prices, to the public at large, the Irish National Schools excepted. 

The Report is accompanied by two returns, the nature of which is therein 
specified. 

The Commissioners trust that whatever arrangement may be sanctioned by 
the Treasury, the books (with the few exceptions set forth in the Return), will 
not be sold at higher rates than those at which they are supplied by the Commis- 
sioners to the Committee of Privy Council on Education, and to all schools for 
the poor unconnected with the National Board. 

With regard to the price of single copies of the books for private use, the 
Commissioners have been enabled to make a large reduction in consequence of 
the present contract with the Messrs. Grierson for printing being upwards of 60 
per cent, lower than the previous contract, and there being also a reduction in 
the cost of binding. 

The Committee of Council on Education having made a request that the 
Commissioners of National Education would afford them an opportunity of 
seeing the Report, and of making any remarks thereon that they might deem ad- 
visable, the Commissioners felt it right to comply with their application, and we 
have the pleasure to enclose a copy of the reply which has been received from the 
secretary of the Committee. 

The Commissioners desire us to state, that they highly approve (in all mate- 
rial points) of the suggestions contained in Mr. Lingen’s valuable communication, 
which would have been embodied in the Report of the Committee, had his letter 
reached them in time. 

The Commissioners beg to express the hope that their Lordships, after a careful 
consideration of the Report, will come to the conclusion that the plan recom- 
mended by the Committee is the only one calculated to secure at once the three 
great objects ; viz. reasonable prices, a certainty of a regular and abundant 
supply of books to meet the increasing demand, and the accuracy of the text. 



G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,'] 
James Kelly, J 



Secretaries. 



REPORT of the Committee appointed to draw up a Plan for the Sale of Irish 
National School Books in England, &c. &c., in an authentic Form, and at 
reasonable Prices. 



Preliminary Observations. 




The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland were requested by the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in a letter from G. Corne- 
wall Lewis, esq., dated 3d July 1851, to suggest a plan by which the sale of the 
Irish National School books in an authentic form, and at reasonable prices, might 
be continued to the public at large (the Irish National Schools excepted). 

The important question referred to in Mr. Lewis’s communication has been 
maturely considered by the Commissioners. 

Two members of the Board, namely, his Grace the Arohbishop of Dublin and 
James O Ferrall, esq., were of opinion that the subject was not one on which the 
Commissioners,^ as a body, should offer any suggestion. The remaining mem- 
bers, however, telt that although their proper duty, with regard to the publication 
of school books, terminated when they transmitted to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, on the 9th May 1851, a statement in reference to the 
correspondence of Messrs. Longman & Co. and John Murray with the Right 
hon. Lord John Russell, yet being anxious to afford every information in their 
power, they deemed it advisable to refer the matter to a Special Committee, 

. The 
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The members of this Committee having met frequently to deliberate on the 
anhieet have made the annexed Report, which has received the approval of the 
Commissioners, with the exception of the Archbishop of Dublin and Mr. O Ferrall, 
to whom it was not submitted. 



Education Office, Dublin, 
January 1852. 



Report. 



The Committee conclude that the Commissioners will continue, as heretofore, 
to mint and supply to their own schools such books as they have already pub- 
lished and mav from time to time hereafter publish as most suitable for carrying 
out a 'comprehensive system of elementary education ; and they |beg leave to 
suggest that no alteration in other respects shall be made in the present arrange- 
ments until the termination of Messrs. Grierson’s contract with the Stationery 
Office on the 31st December 1855; or if made before that time, then they strongly 
recommend that the claim of Messrs. Grierson for compensation shall be duly- 
considered, and they trust it may be favourably entertained. 

The Committee recommend, as a general and governing principle to be 
observed in devising or framing any alteration in the present system ot supplying 
National School books to the poor in Great Britain and the Colonies, and to the 
nublic that the essential and distinguishing characteristics of the books shall be 
scrupulously maintained without change or alteration, and that the general 
objects for the advantage of the public, which it has been the study of the Com- 
missioners to secure, and which are to some extent stated and shown m their 
statement in reply to Messrs. Longman and Murray, shall be duly regarded. 

The Committee accordingly suggest that fitting and efficient means shall be 
devised, and adopted : 

1 To maintain and preserve the non-sectarian character of the school hooks, 
and’to prevent the introduction into them of any matter which might be offensive 
to the members of any religious denomination. 

2 To have each book printed page for page, and line for line, with the books 
published by the Commissioners, a perfect correspondence m this respect ot the 
books to be used by each class in a school being found practically advantageous 
in teaching. 

3 To ensure a regular and unfailing supply of all the books at the lowest 
price compatible with a reasonable regard to the fair remuneration of the 
publishers. 

4 . In case the Commissioners shall see fit to alter any of their books m any 
of the following respects, that is to say : — 

1st By correcting typographical or grammatical errors, or by such verbal 
alterations as may be considered necessary to express more precisely the 
idea which any particular passage is intended to convey ; or, 

2 nd. By any material additions or subtractions ; 
that due means shall be taken, whether the book is stereotyped or not, to ensure 
the adoption of all such alterations, in all copies of the altered books respectively, 
to be thereafter printed ; and that the former class of alterations shall be made 
without increasing the price, and as to the latter class, that any change of price 
shall be ascertained and determined by a given and fixed rate or scale, in accord- 
ance with the general contract, and proportioned to the addition or subtraction 
caused by the alteration. 

5 That due and proper provision and arrangements shall be made for print- 
ing any new books to be published by the Commissioners, with like regard to 
the purposes and objects hereinbefore Stated, and at rates to be ascertained by 
reference to the general contract. That for the several purposes hereinbefore 
and hereinafter mentioned or referred to, the last edition for the time being of 
the several school books now or hereafter to be published by the Commissioners, 
authenticated by the signature of the secretaries shall from time to time be de- 
posited in Her Majesty! Stationery Office, and that the nop# of the last edition 
of each book for the time being, so deposited, shall be the standard copy 
thereof. B The 
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Schedule marked 
(A). 



Statement marked 
( 11 ). 



The mode of carrying out these suggestions will properly devolve on those 
who may be hereafter entrusted with the arrangements, and supervision of the 
contemplated alterations ; but the Committee venture still further to submit, 

6. That the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, or some other 
competent authority, shall be charged with the present arrangement, and future 
supervision of any system to be adopted ; and they suggest that proper prelimi- 
nary steps shall be taken by him to procure tenders (the lowest to be accepted) 
for supplying, during a limited period (say seven years), all the books now 
and hereafter to be published by the Commissioners on conditions based upon 
the principles hereinbefore referred to, and at rates and prices for each book 
respectively, not to exceed a maximum price to be specified in the advertise- 
ment for tenders. To assist in determining the proper maximum price for 
each book, the Committee subjoin a schedule to which they refer, showing 
The title of each book ; the cost of production under the present contract ; the 
price proposed to be fixed at which the books shall be sold in certain quantities ; 
the profit at these prices to the Commissioners ; the present prices to the public, 
with the rate of profit thereon ; and the proposed reduction on these prices to 
the public, for single copies, with the rate of profit thereon ; also, a statement 
showing the probable demand in one year for each book. 

7. That the party whose tender shall be accepted, shall, during the period to 
be specified, be licensed by Government ; and shall have the exclusive right to 
print and publish the entire series of the National School books of the Com- 
missioners for supplying the public generally, and all schools other than those 
of the Commissioners, the managers of which may desire to use those books; 
and that in consideration of such licence, he shall be bound to supply the entire 
series, to observe prescribed and pre-arranged conditions and regulations, based 
on the principles and framed with the objects herein suggested ; and that in 
the event of controversy arising as to the due performance of his contract, or as 
to the construction thereof, the decision of the Comptroller of the Stationery 
Office, or other competent person to be specified in the advertisement for tenders, 
shall be conclusive. 



8. That the advertisement for tenders, and the tender and contract of the 
person whose tender shall be accepted, shall be properly framed to carry out 
the specified conditions and regulations. 

9. That due regard shall be had to make all the books printed pursuant to 
the contract, exact reprints of the standard copy, and correct and accurate in 
all respects; of the same form and style ; type of the same size and character; 
printed page for page and line for line ; paper at least as good quality ; and 
bound and finished in all respects in a manner not inferior to the standard 
copy. 



10. That to aid the Comptroller, an officer shall be appointed by the Trea- 
sury, or the contractor, as examiner of the National School books, who shall 
examine and compare with the standard copy the proof-sheets of every new 
impression of each book, and before publication approve thereof, and testifying 
his approval by his signature, to be afterwards stamped or printed on the title- 
page ; and that he shall be paid by the Treasury or contractor a fixed sum 
annually for such examination and comparison, at a rate to be fixed by the 
lreasury, and specified in the advertisment for tenders. 

That the party whose tender shall be accepted, shall be required to 
appoint an agent, or maintain a depot in London, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Edinburgh, Dublin, or in such other places in Great Britain and Ireland as 
may be considered necessary, and to keep such agents or depdts constantly 
supplied with the entire series of the hooks. 



J 2 ;, ^ hat due con trol be retained for effectuating all the objects contemplated, 
and that the contractor be duly bound to perform the contract. 

. v 1 o* T hat S1 , X at „ least > shal1 be allowed for the contractor to bring out 

the first supply of books, from the date of his tender being accepted. 



. (signed) Maurice Cross,) 0 . ■ 

Education Office, Dublin, James Kelly, J Secret 

16 January 1852. 



Printed irTiSyu UiyiluuJ 



nf Smilhfimntnn I ihmry Digitisation Unit 



AND SALE OF THE IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 



‘ (A.) 

IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 



RETURN showing: — 1. The Cost Price of 10,000 of each of the above Books to the Commissioners, according to 
their present Contract with Messrs. Grierson for Printing, as furnished by Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 2. The 
Maximum Price proposed to be fixed at which these Books shall be sold in Numbers; not less titan specified 
against each. 8. The Profit thereat above the Cost to the Commissioners. 4. The Price at which these Books 
are at present Sold to the Public by the Commissioners through their Agents. 5. The Profit thereon at these 
Prices. 6. The Maximum Price proposed to be fixed for the Sale of single Copies. 7. The Profit thereat. 





1 






1 Proposed Price in Numbers. 




Prices per Single Copy. 






Cost Price 


















TITLE OF BOOK. 




of 




Not less 




Profit ; 


Commis- 


Profit 


Proposed 


Profit 




10,000 Copies. 


per Copy. 


per Cent. 


sioners present! 


per Cent. ] 


Prices. 


per Cent. 












2. 


3. 






5. ; 


6. 


7. 




I 




d. 




s. d. 




S. 


d. 


312 4 


s. d. 




First Book of Lessons - 


20 


3 


11 


12 


- i : 


106 4 


- 


2 


- H 


234 


Second - ditto - 


95 


12 


4 


12 


- 4 


744 


- 


6 


161 J 


- 5 


; 134 4 


Sequel to ditto, No. 1 - 


110 


12 


11 


6 


- 5 


88 4 


- 


9 


238 J 


- 7 


185 J 


Sequel to ditto. No. 2 - 


111 


19 


6 


6 


- 5 


86 


- 


9 


234 J 


- 7 


1S2 t 


Third Book of Lessons - 


199 


4 


7 


6 


- 8 


67 4 


1 


2 


102§ 


- 11 


151 J 


Fourth - ditto 


238 


14 


6 


4 


- 9 


57 


1 


4 


179 4 


1 - 


134 4 


Supplement to ditto 


288 


3 


2 


4 i 


- 11 1 


61 % j 


1 


8 


194 4 j 


1 2 


136 


Fifth Book - 


272 


15 


8 


4 


- 11 


68 ' 


1 


8 


205 4 


1 2 


143 4 


Girls’ ditto - 


272 


15 


8 


4 


- 10 


52J 


1 


6 


174| 


1 2 


136 


‘Biographical Sketches - 


336 


18 


1 


3 | 


1 - ! 


39 4 


1 


8 


147 4 ; 


1 6 j 


122 4 


‘Selections from British Poets,) 
2 vols. -J 


336 


18 


1 


3 

each. 


1 - 


39 4 


1 


8 


1474 


1 6 


122 4 


‘Art of Reading ... 


196 


- 


- 


3 


- 10 


1124 


1 


2 


197 £ 


1 2 


197 4 


English Grammar 


95 


12 


4 


13 


- 4 


74 4 


- 


8 


248 J 


- 6 


186 4 


Key to ditto 


25 


3 


5 


3 


- 1 


65 i 


- 


2 


231 


- n 


173 4 


‘Epitome, &c. ... 


396 


14 


1 


3 


1 4 


61 4 


2 


6 


tns 


2 - 


152 


Compendium, &c. 


100 


1 


6 


4 


- 5 


108 




9 


274 4- 1 


- 6 


183 


First Arithmetic - 


86 


14 


7 


12 


- 4 


92 


" 


7 


236 


- 6 


202 4 


Key to ditto - 


96 


12 


4 


3 


- 4 


74 4 


- 


7 .* 


205 


- 0 


1754 


‘Arithmetic in Theory, &c. 


300 


- 


- 


3 


1 - 


66 4 


1 


8 


177J 


1 6 


150 


Book-keeping ... 


112 


8 


2 


4 


- 5 


85 4 | 


- 


8 


196 £ 


- 7 


172 


Key to ditto - 


108 


7 


4 


4 


- 5 


92 4 ; 


- 


8 


207 J 


- 7 


181 4 


‘Elements of Geometry - 


107 


- 


- 


4 


- 6 


133J i 


- 


8 


211 4 


- 7 


172 4 


‘Mensuration ... 


216 


- 


- 


4 


- 10 


92 f 


1 


6 


247 


1 - 


131 4 


Appendix to ditto - 


112 


1 


9 


2 


- 5 


85 4 


- 


8 


197| 


- 7 


172 4 


Agricultural Class Book 


215 


10 


10 


3 


- 9 


74 


1 


6 


247 4 


1 - 


165 


Scripture Lessons, Four Series,) 
each j 


120 


4 


6 


4 


- 5 


73 £ 


- 


8 


177 4 


- 7 


155 


Lemons on Truth of Chris-) 
tianity - - - -J 


77 


17 


5 


4 


- 4 


114 


- 


6 


221 


- * 


184 


Sacred Poetry - 


38 


2 


6 


6 


- 3 


227J 




4 


337 


- 3 


252 4 



8. Average profit on proposed prices in numbers ■ " " 84 $ P er CRn *' 

5. - Ditto - on Commissioners’ present prices for single copies - - 214 £ „ 

7. - Ditto - on Commissioners’ proposed prices for smgle copies - 1 67 J ,, 



Mote.- — The prices of the books marked thus (*) have been slightly raised to schools, as the demand for them is more 
Ia juted than for the others, and the expense of printing them greater. , 

The prices on all for single copies it will be seen are considerably reduced, with the exception of the Art ot Reading, 
*hich is difficult to print, and in only limited demand. 



130. 



Education Office, Dublin,) 
16 January 1852. J 



c 



(signed) 



Maurice Cross , ) 
James Kelly, j 



Secretaries. 




CORRESPONDENCE IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 



(B.) 



RETURN showing the Circulation of the Irish National School Books, &c., for Six Months ; viz., 
from 1 st July to 31st December 1851. 



NAME OF BOOK. 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 


Poor Schools 
Great Britain 

Ireland, 

unconnected 

with 

the National 


As ““- 


Gratuitously. 


Total. 


Probable 

Circulation 

for 

12 Months, 


Sales 

at Reduced 


Free Grants. 


First Book of Lessons 


79,055 


13,672 


13,834 


19,800 


62 


127,223 


260,000 


Second ditto - 


33,814 


7,257 


14,994 


18,725 


65 


74,850 


152,500 


Sequel to ditto, No. 1 - 


7,353 


420 


606 


800 


67 


9,146 


19,000 


Ditto - ditto, No. 2 - 


7,002 


3,143 


6,541 


4,100 


67 


20,853 


43,000 


Third Book of Lessons 


9,945 


3,636 


8,643 


16,000 


78 


37,302 


76,000 


Fourth ditto - 


4,470 


1,977 


6,971 


6,850 


64 


20,332 


41,500 


Supplement to ditto - 


254 


607 


1,281 


849 


64 


2,935 


6,100 


Fifth Book .... 


1,043 


589 


2,915 


2,300 


63 


6,910 


14,200 


Girls’ ditto .... 


851 


634 


1,712 


732 


63 


3,492 


7,200 


Biographical Sketches 


340 


324 


91 


213 


71 


1,039 


2,500 


British Poets, Vol. 1 - 


607 


266 


86 


452 


79 


1,390 


8,000 


Ditto - Yol. 2 - 


- 


Repri 


nting 


. 


12 


12 


_ 


Introduction to Art of Reading - 


114 


329 


149 


212 


60 


864 


1,850 


English Grammar ... 


4,400 


1,837 


3,436 


2,700 


62 


12,435 


26,000 


Key to ditto ... - 


171 


329 


273 


34 


61 


868 


2,000 


First Arithmetic ... 


6,698 


2,735 


4,905 


9,350 


63 


23,761 


49.000 


Key to ditto - 


123 


298 


271 


445 


62 


1,199 


2,500 


Arithmetic in Theory, &c. - 


1,273 


569 


810 


362 


63 


3,077 


6,500 


Book-keeping - 


600 


308 


781 


1,295 


61 


3,045 


6,300 


Key to ditto .... 


275 


201 


422 


345 


62 


1,305 


2,700 


Epitome, &c. .... 


390 


347 


385 


421 


66 


1,609 


3,500 


Compendium, &c. - - 


568 


651 


2,733 


850 


63 


4,765 


9,800 


Elements of Geometry 


64 


176 


181 


150 


61 


632 


1,500 


Mensuration - 


740 


283 


1,110 


256 


66 


2,454 


6,200 


Appendix to ditto - 


111 


161 


211 


174 


63 


710 


1,500 


Scripture Lessons (0. T.) No. 1 - 


159 


354 


40 


. 


73 


626 


1,400 


Ditto - - - ditto - No. 2 - 


120 


298 


40 


. 


73 


537 


1,200 


Ditto - - - (N. T.) No- 1 - 


150 


289 


40 


. 




568 


1,300 


Ditto - - - ditto - No. 2 - 


141 


276 


40 


. 




630 


1,200 


Sacred Poetry - 


244 


496 


42 


812 




1,154 


2,500 


Lessons on Truth of Christianity - 


79 


196 


67 


120 




524 


1,200 


Agricultural Class Book 


382 


556 


276 


200 


79 


1,499 


3,800 



tatdMiW* 11 * t ) e i 12 moults,” an addilion has been made, in consequence o: 

than half of the free grants having been issued prior to the 1st July. ’ 

The estimate may be considered as rather under, than over, the probable demand 






gfefL 



Education Office, Dublin,"! 
16 January 1862 . J 



(signed ) Maurice Cross, j g ecre taries. 
James Kelly, / 



§£$? 
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